Live on Your Own
Day 1: Gone Fishin’
Review the video for this session.

Engage
Read Luke 5:1–11.
Consider
It’s interesting how Jesus called His disciples. It’s also a bit fascinating the types of people He called to be a part of His mission. In this story, we read how Jesus went to the Sea of Galilee to teach the people. While there, He told a fisherman what to do to catch fish. After learning Jesus was trustworthy, Peter and other fishermen chose to follow Him. They immediately responded by leaving things behind to follow Jesus.
	
QUESTION
What was Peter’s response to Jesus telling him to go back out and fish again?



	QUESTION
Peter fell to his knees before Jesus. When is a time that you were aware of your need for Jesus like that?



	QUESTION
What was Jesus describing when He told Peter that he would “be fishing for people”?


Reflect
Jesus has a call for each of us. Whether you’re going into full-time ministry as a pastor, missionary, or similar role, or you’ll be a baker, businessperson, or stay-at-home parent, Jesus has a calling for all of us: share the good news about Him with others. But how we do that may look different for each of us.
	
QUESTION
What type of career or job do you see yourself having in the future?



	QUESTION
What does reaching people for Jesus look like in that job?


Activate
Take a moment to write out a few thoughts on how you might reach others in the job you see yourself in. For example, if you chose being a teacher, you might say that you could share your faith in Jesus with other staff, pray for students and parents, and go on missions trips or outreaches during the summer.
Pray
Lord, I believe You have called me to be a part of Your mission to reach others. I am determined to be a part of that mission. I am ready to give up whatever is necessary to be a part of Your mission. I ask that Your followers everywhere would choose to follow Your mission ahead of their own and become a fisher of people. Amen.

Live on Your Own
Day 2: The Call to Help Others
Engage
Read Proverbs 31:8–9.
Consider
The Book of Proverbs is full of wisdom and guidance for life. These two verses contain a call to help others who can’t help themselves. Jesus did this in a variety of ways, from feeding the hungry to providing aid for physical needs. We can follow His example by also giving physical aid to the needy. But we can offer more than just that. As we participate in His mission, we can offer spiritual aid by pointing those who don’t know Jesus to Him.
	
QUESTION
What are two things we should do from these verses?



	QUESTION
What’s one way you can speak up for those who are helpless?



Reflect
Pursuing wisdom greatly helps when it comes to fulfilling the call Jesus has for our life. Without wisdom, we may find ourself confused or even deceived. Some people, for example, may think God doesn’t care about the poor. But these verses clearly tell us that God’s wisdom is found in caring for the poor and helpless.
	
QUESTION
How are you helping those who are helpless?


Activate
If you’re struggling to answer this question, team up with a parent or friend to help someone who is poor or in need. Here are a few ideas on how you could help. Go through your closet and give clothes to a charitable organization. Purchase some food or go through your cupboards with your parents’ permission and give food to a food pantry. Volunteer in your community or help an elderly neighbor in some way.
Pray
Lord, I believe You want me to wisely follow the call You have for my life. Please give me the strength and the courage to follow Your instructions, even if it means sacrificing a little comfort for myself. Amen.

Live on Your Own
Day 3: Bold and Unafraid
Engage
Read Acts 4:13–20.
Consider
Two of Jesus’ disciples, Peter and John, had recently been a part of God healing a lame man at a gate to the temple (Acts 3:1–11). This led to a sermon and some religious leaders arresting Peter and John. The council they were brought before told Peter and John to never again speak or teach in the name of Jesus. But that didn’t stop these bold and unafraid disciples. They already knew there would be a cost for following Jesus and His mission.
	


QUESTION
What did the council members realize about Peter and John? What amazed the council about them?



	QUESTION
How did Peter and John respond to the council’s command?



	QUESTION
Why do you think Peter and John were not afraid of the council?


Reflect
One of the biggest challenges in following Jesus is overcoming the fear of other people. Specifically, we should not be afraid or intimidated to be known as a follower of Jesus. Not everyone will celebrate your faith. Some may even attempt to talk you out of wholeheartedly following Jesus. To completely follow Jesus means we must let go of the fear of people and trust that God is with us.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever experienced someone criticizing, ridiculing, threatening, or making fun of you because you follow Jesus? How did you respond to this?



	QUESTION
Why is it important to let go of the fear of people’s rejection?


Activate
This week use social media to make a public stand about your faith in a positive way. Ask God what He may be calling you to do, and let go of the fear of what others might think. Obey God instead of fear and intimidation.
Pray
Jesus, please give me boldness! I am committed to You. Help me overcome fear and intimidation. I trust You to help me let them go. I know You have accepted me. That is more important than anyone else’s opinion. Amen.


Live on Your Own
Day 4: That First Step
Engage
Read Genesis 12:1–7.
Consider
Usually, when someone gives directions, they include all the important details so we can know where we’re going and what we’ll be doing. But God doesn’t always work that way. In this story about Abram (later called Abraham), God gave him very little detail. There are various reasons God does this. Sometimes it’s to test our trust in Him or to show us areas where growth is needed. It’s up to us to trust Him with the rest and take that first step.
	
QUESTION
Where did God tell Abram to go?



	QUESTION
What did God promise Abram He would do for him?



	QUESTION
Why do you think God gave Abram details about the promise and the blessings, but was vague about the journey to get there?


Reflect
God has a plan for where He is taking us. One of the most difficult things about following that plan is that we cannot see into the future. We may have a few ideas about what lies ahead, but many times we have just a call to go. We must let go of the need to know every detail and learn to trust Him.
	
QUESTION
How much do fear or anxiety about the future impact your desire to follow God? Why?



	QUESTION
Have you ever decided to obey God even though the details were vague? What was that experience like?


Activate
Find someone who has followed Jesus a long time (ten plus years), maybe a parent or pastor. Ask them to tell you a story from their life about obeying God even though they didn’t know all the details. Listen and learn from their encounter.
Pray
Father, I know You know the future. You know every detail of every single day of my life. I don’t have to know everything. I trust You. I trust where You are taking me and what You plan to do in and through my life. Help my faith and trust to grow the longer I follow You. Amen.

Live on Your Own
Day 5: Putting “Go” in Gospel
Engage
Read Matthew 28:16–20.
Consider
Following Jesus’ death and resurrection, He told His disciples to be a part of His mission by going into all the world. Their mission was to make more disciples and teach those disciples Jesus’ commands. In other words, the disciples were called to make more disciples, who made more disciples. This would be the method Jesus would use to build His Church. We have an important role to play in this as we continue to make disciples.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think some of the disciples doubted it was Jesus who appeared to them?



	QUESTION
Have you ever had doubts about Jesus and His call on your life? How do you deal with that?



	QUESTION
What did Jesus tell His disciples to do?


Reflect
Being a part of Jesus’ mission is a great privilege, but it also comes with responsibility. Our life needs to change in order to best fulfill His mission. Above all, we are to go where Jesus calls us to go. Regardless of the job we hold, our mission as His follower is to be a part of making disciples.
	
QUESTION
Would you say you are presently making disciples? How?



	QUESTION
If you aren’t making disciples, what may need to change for this to happen?


Activate
Become a part of someone else becoming a disciple of Jesus. It could be sharing about Jesus with someone for the first time. But it could also be developing a discipling relationship with someone. Memorize Bible verses together. Pray together. Share Jesus with others together. Talk about what you are learning as you read the Bible. The point is to have someone in your life you are helping to grow in their relationship with Jesus.
Pray
Jesus, You have forgiven me and saved me from my sins. My old life is gone. You have made me free. Help me to disciple someone who can disciple someone. I don’t want my relationship with You to stop with me. I want to help the kingdom of God grow by investing in others and seeing Your Church grow. Amen.
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